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Successes;

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 6 Superfund
Division, Water Quality Protection Division, and Multi-Media Planning and Permitting Division
have taken actions and provided funding and outreach to the State of Oklahoma, Ottawa County,
the cities or towns of Picher, Cardin, Quapaw, Commerce, and North Miami, the Inter-Tribal
Environmental Council and the Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma. These actions, funds and health
education efforts have decreased blood lead levels in children. By phone conversation on
January 18,2002, the Ottawa County Health Department (OCHD) reported to EPA that data
collected between 1997 and 2000 documents a 50% (from 24% to 12%) decrease in the number
of children in the entire Ottawa County population with blood-lead levels greater than 10 ug/dl
(Centers for Disease Control standard). The towns of Picher and Cardin are reported together as
a 24.3% to 11.9% decrease. OCHD was consulting with 100 children for elevated blood-lead in
1997 and is consulting with 48 presently. Other federal actions or funds have protected and
improved the quality of drinking water. Five new combination monitoring/water supply wells
have been installed in area communities and 83 abandoned wells have been plugged to protect
the aquifer. Clean Water Act funding was provided for Tar Creek Water Quality Sampling and
Water Quality on Tribal Lands projects. Superfund monies have been disbursed to the county,
cities and towns to provide for repair to county, city and town roads. EPA funded Tribal-led
projects have augmented the clean-up of industrial properties in Cardin, provided for a remedial
investigation of the Beaver Creek watershed, and provided for Clean Air Act funding of an air
sampling and assessment program These across-media outreach and awareness projects enhance
the role of the Tribes in the Superfund program. EPA worked closely with the Quapaw Tribe to
complete clean-up of the Tribe's grounds prior to the summer Pow-wow, ensuring the safety of
children playing in the area. EPA provided the construction materials for the Picher-Cardin
sports complex.

Key Issues;

1. Council of Environmental Quality (CEQ). In September 2001, the Council of
Environmental Quality (CEQ) asked the Federal agencies to work together as a
subcommittee to address the feasibility of construction of wetlands in the Tar Creek area
of Picher and Cardin, Oklahoma. In an effort to organize this coordination, the CEQ
designated Ms. Jo Ann Griffith, EPA Headquarters, as the Chairman of this
subcommittee. The members include the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the
Army Corps of Engineers (COB), and the Department of Interior (DOI) to include Fish &
Wildlife, Geologic Service and Indian Affairs. The group's mission is to evaluate the
State of Oklahoma's wetland concept for (1) merit and (2) barriers. The group is
scheduled to visit the site the last week of January to familiarize the agency
representatives with the issues. The group has begun exploring each agencies' authorities
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and identifying technical reports available. The CEQ asked that the subcommittee report
its progress monthly and finish its evaluation quickly. Ms. Griffith has outlined a six-
mqnth schedule to accomplish this effort.

2. The State of Oklahoma and the COE wetlands feasibility study. The State of
Oklahoma has requested that the COE prepare a wetlands feasibility study report for the
Tar Creek area. The COE has obtained $300,000 in initial federal funding under its

. existing authorities and is presently negotiating the 50% state matching funds required to
proceed with this study. The initial estimate is that approximately $4.2 M is necessary to
perform the feasibility study. The EPA will help coordinate CEQ activities with the State
of Oklahoma and COE.

3. Proposed Plan for temporary relocation in Missouri EPA Region 7 recently
announced a temporary relocation plan for certain residents in Herculaneum, Missouri
located near the active Doe Run lead smelter. The smeker is not a Superfund she. The
primary exposure pathway appears to be air-dispersion of lead from smelter operations,
which is different from the primary exposure pathway of ingestion of lead contaminated
sofl or chat at Tar Creek. Y

4. Current EPA Region 6 Superfund remedial actions. EPA Region 6 has completed
remedial action at 1,542 properties, is currently addressing 105 Indian-trust owned .-fe^
properties, and is negotiating state matching funds for an additional 459 properties at the
Tar Creek Superfund She. 74 of the remaining 459 properties are in the area of Picher
and Cardin, Oklahoma. EPA issued a work plan to the contractor in January 2002 to
continue sampling of high-access properties in Miami, Oklahoma and other communities
in Ottawa County. Previous surface sofl grab samples at high-access properties in Miami
documented lead contamination above EPA screening levels for the she. The EPA is
currently planning a Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study (RI/FS) for the non-
residential portion of the she, including the mining waste.
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